Painting Bolinas

A Magical Film About A Brilliant

 90 yr. Old Artist 
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A CINEMATIC STEINBECK VIGNETTE
Synopsis - A King In His Court

The Painting Bolinas film is a documentary about a 90 yr old artist, Peter Lee Brownlee whose lifestyle mirrors a king in a court of chaos and imagination. Peter is known as the “cake decorator” because of his massive layering technique, creating rich textures, his paintings are of urban and rural downtowns and famous landmarks all across America. In an earlier time, one of his paintings was on the cover of “New York Living” and he donated paintings to help Yoko Ono raise funds for the Strawberry Fields John Lennon Memorial.

His court includes an eccentric collection of people who have lost their dreams and found their way to Bolinas, California, a magical village that seems to teeter between the edge of the world and the edge of the Pacific; a haunt not unlike a Steinbeck novel. It serves as the living backdrop for a film about a brilliant artist, the aging process, a woman who wants to save his paintings from ruination and the zany characters that choose to live out their lives with him.

Four years in the making, this documentary attempts to bring light to musicians, artists, philosophers, and intellectuals including those populations who are largely ignored. For these beloved denizens of Bolinas, California, they seem to always find themselves at a juncture balancing their ranking and inner turmoil in society with their quest for freedom. Illustrating a celebration of the human spirit, you cannot ignore the essence of the unique and genuine relationships this extraordinary fine art painter has with everyone in town and beyond. 

THE PROCESS – Painting Bolinas

“Painting Bolinas” is the result of happenstance. I always knew there was something mysterious about Bolinas, Ca. but I could never quite put my finger on it. I knew of its history; the poets, musicians, artists and famous writers that had permanently left their footprint on the town. I had heard rumors about someone finding a manuscript by Jack Kerouac in their trash when they moved in. I knew the folklore about the parties with Ginsberg and Dylan and Gary Schneider.  Most knew about Grace Slick, Paul Kantner and Richard Brautigan living there among a few. The locals are infamous for removing road signs pointing the way into town from nearby California State Highway 1. They are in fact xenophobic by nature.  I met Peter Lee Brownlee because he had generously donated his cards to an event I was doing and did so without knowing me. I went to meet him following the event and it was there I walked into a world like no other except perhaps in a Steinbeck novel.  Painting Bolinas is the product of interdependent film collaboration between The Star of the film; Peter Lee, his zany friends and myself. Although I am responsible for developing and directing the story, Peter Lee was a driving force. We worked together in a questionable atmosphere where creative exploration was encouraged at every level of the filmmaking process. The loosely woven story empowered the cast of characters to find their voice and use their own words always. 

The result is an unadulterated honest experience for the characters, my editor, my cinematographer, and myself.  Painting Bolinas is an artistic labor of love and took deep sacrifices and personal investment. Our attribute of Painting Bolinas honors this journey taken by all to achieve a film that celebrates the artist, Peter Lee, a true example of Americana as well as Bolinas; a quintessential California town. Painting Bolinas sheds light on the aging process and gives representative expression to populations who are mostly ignored.



MAIN CREDITS

Cast of Characters

STARRING:

PETER LEE BROWNLEE – Artist
CO-STARRING

CARLOS BONILLA – Butler

ROBIN ALDRIDGE  - Peter’s Caretaker
WENDY J. ELKIN – Lady saving Peter’s art. 

LIZ PRAEL– Peter Lee’s daughter

MATT LUNDY – manager of Bolinas Gas Station

STUART CHAPMAN – Bolinas Hear Say News Editor

PETE PETERSON - Guitar Pete

BARBARA KAYFETZ – Art Collector

RICHARD SHELDON – Retired Sherriff, Bolinas, Ca.

CYRUS &AMY HARMON – Art Collector

RALPH GARSIDE– Friend and roommate

TRACY NADINE SHELTON – A.K.A. Jesus

SUSIE TOMPKINS BUELL – Art Collector

WAYNE ELKIN – Friend

JOE TAYLOR – Friend

FRANK & GERTRUDE FUETSCH – Best Friends

SCOTT WILMORE – Bolinas Gas Station visitor

WAYNE BELLES – bathroom contractor

directed & produced by
   WENDY ELKIN

cinematography by   
 LINAS PHILLIPS

edited by 

          ANDREW KALUZYNSKI

executive producers:  
  AUDREY SAGERS 

 


  LYNDA KINNANE 




  THOMAS KALUZYNSKI 



              JOHN & LENA FARRELL




  WAYNE ELKIN SR.

Bolinas, California is an ocean-side town that teeters on the edge of the Pacific and the edge of the world, is a haunt not unlike a Steinbeck novel. It serves as the living 
backdrop for my film about a 90 yr. old artist, Peter Lee Brownlee, his zany friends and a woman who wants to save his paintings from ruination.
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  Bolinas, Ca. Painting By Peter Lee Brownlee

FILM VENUES, PBS, FESTIVALS & AWARDS (Partial List)
2010 California Film Awards -Silver Award http://www.calfilmawards.com/
2011 Sacramento International Film and Music Festivalhttp://www.sacfilm.com/
2012 San Francisco Main Library San Francisco CA
2012 Santa Barbara International Film Festival — http://www.sbiff.org/
2012 “Best Director” Honolulu Film Awards http://honolulufilmawards.com/General/Awards/2012CompetitonWinners/tabid/482/Default.aspx
2012 Sausalito International Film Festival - Bay Area Premiere – by Invitation

2013  Painting Bolinas PBS version for Television – 2-year contract

2013 Tiburon International Film Festival – Tiburon Film Society – by Invitation
2014 Mill Valley Library Mill Valley, CA
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San Francisco Painted Ladies – Painting by Peter Lee Brownlee

Website Slideshow Gallery

Painting Bolinas » The Gallery – ACRYLIC PAINTINGS BY PETER LEE BROWNLEE

paintingbolinas.com/?page_id=11
Painting Bolinas » Stills – LINAS PHILLIPS

paintingbolinas.com/?page_id=8

EVENTS

Jan. 31, 2012 - Santa Barbara International Film Festival

“Painting Bolinas” 8pm - Q&A to follow
Metro Four Theatre #4

618 State Street Santa Barbara, CA 93101

February 11, 2012 – San Francisco Main Library – Koret Auditorium

Free Screening of “Painting Bolinas” – 3-5 pm Q&A to follow

100 Larkin Street San Francisco, Ca. 94102

May 2012 – Sausalito International Film Festival – by Invitation

July 2013 – Tiburon International Film Festival – by Invitation
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Bolinas, CA Marijuana Silo – Painting By Peter Lee Brownlee
PAINTING BOLINAS MUSIC VIDEO

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ul5C1gO0Tu4
http://vimeo.com/31891577
PAINTING BOLINAS TRAILER

Painting Bolinas: Trailer - YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LPXw2mL97eo
Painting Bolinas Documentary - Official Trailer on Vimeo
http://vimeo.com/12223122
NEWS & REVIEWS

 Bolinas Painter Star of Local Woman’s Film
http://www.marinscope.com/articles/2009/11/25/mill_valley_herald/news/doc4b0daa36dcdb4560613991.txt   

Winter FEST highlights regional documentaries
KWMR – West Marin Radio – interview Nov. 17, 2010


http://paintingbolinas.com/files/kwmr_interview_nov17_2010.mp3
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Lombard Street – Painting By Peter Lee Brownlee

A STATEMENT FROM THE DIRECTOR

Unlike anything you have ever seen before; Painting Bolinas takes you on an unforgettable journey into the life of a man true to his art to the very end. Peter Lee Brownlee, with the bravado of a Hemingway and the sensibility of a Picasso living in a setting of characters that could have been lifted from a Steinbeck novel will paint his way into your heart. In the latter years of his life, he proves that his spirit and creativity still sparkles like a child.

A lesson in socio-anthropology; it is a study that focuses on contemporary human beings in social groups. Granted it is rather unorthodox, but it still reflects the underlying logics of social behavior. It is a story of love on many levels. The protagonist discusses how he sees his place as a house of refuge where he allows anyone who needs a place to stay, to do so. He doesn't know how many people live with him and he doesn't care. He has a dear relationship with his Butler even though he says he hates him. His Butler still continues to serve him taking off his shoes and heating up his food after being verbally abused several times. Viewing all of the different ethnic and economic statuses of these groups and how they interact in this very small isolated California coastal town (unchanged for years) is a socio-anthropological study of its own. 

The film sheds light on the lives and life styles of individuals who are mostly shunned by society for their differences, beliefs, and psychology. These people have made an imprint on Peter’s life and work. His passion for painting motivated me to assist him in his desire to “leave something behind and to never forget the "integrity of a painting”. 
It is my hope that the audience is able to see Peter as an incredible fine artist whose integrity, spirit, and zest for life may teach us all to live more fully.  With great care and respect, I would like to extend this experience to you, the audience. We invite you to join us in this atmosphere and to participate in the life of this film. Watch with an open mind, develop your own perspective and share the film with people around you.
Wendy Elkin - Director & Producer, Painting Bolinas

BIOGRAPHIES

Wendy Elkin - Director, Executive Producer

The Painting Bolinas movie marks the Directorial Debut of Wendy Elkin. A former Special Education teacher and photographer in Santa Barbara and San Francisco, Wendy spent a few years transitioning from photography into documentary film. A natural transition from still photography where she produced a substantial body of work concerned with social, political and cultural issues. She is an astute observer of American culture.

Wendy has permanent exhibitions in the National Civil Rights Museum in Memphis, Tennessee, the Rosa Parks History Museum in Montgomery, Alabama and the Smithsonian American History Museum in Washington, D.C.

A social justice advocate, producing and directing a film about marginalized populations has been influential in understanding how her experiences highlighting unsung heroes and photographing various political and social events has given her a unique perspective into the world of documentary film. 
Painting Bolinas was a 2010 Documentary Silver Award Winner from the California Film Awards.  In 2011, Painting Bolinas became an Official Selection for the 12th Sacramento Film & Music Festival and again in 2012, for the 27th Santa Barbara International Film Festival. Wendy received a “Best Director” Award for Painting Bolinas from the 2012 Honolulu Film Awards. In 2013, Painting Bolinas was invited to premier in the Sausalito International Film Festival as well as receiving acceptance into the California History collection of the San Francisco Main Library featuring their November Film Series. Additionally, Wendy produced a television version of Painting Bolinas for PBS that aired through the National Education and Television Association on public broadcasting stations across the country from January 2013 -2015.
Linas Phillips – Cinematographer & Sound

Linas Phillips graduated from NYU’s experimental theatre wing with a BA in acting. For many years he worked with special needs children during the day while performing in theatre and comedy venues at night before moving onto film. His first feature film WALKING TO WERNER played at many festivals and theatres both in the U.S. and internationally. The film is a personal documentary and homage to Werner Herzog about Linas’ 1200-mile walk from Seattle to Los Angeles. The film won the Special Jury Prize at the Seattle Int’l Film Festival and landed Linas a spot in Filmmaker Magazine’s 2006 list of 25 New Faces to Watch in independent film. His second film GREAT SPEECHES FROM A DYING WORLD is a documentary about 12 homeless people living on the streets of Seattle and features each character performing a famous speech from history. His third film, a narrative, entitled BASS ACKWARDS, premiered at the Sundance Film Festival in 2010. His next film, entitled RAINBOW TIME, is about the strained relationship between a mentally challenged man and his caregiver as they struggle to create a TV show called “Rainbow Time”.

Andrew Kaluzynski – Editor

Since receiving his BA at Bennington College, Andrew Kaluzynski has worked as an Associate Producer and Assistant Editor on Moira Productions Films Jim Thorpe: The Worlds Greatest Athlete and Original Minds and as an Assistant Editor on Heist: Who Stole The American Dream? Painting Bolinas marks Andrews first time editing a feature length documentary.  Andrew also works as an editor at Corduroy Media in Berkeley, CA.

THEME SONG

The Painting Bolinas song was composed for the film by George Mohler

George Mohler has captured the essence of Painting Bolinas in this beautiful song. It lovingly tells a story that inspires emotion and celebrates the human spirit.

Individual Recordings:

1. Painting Bolinas Final Mix 

2. Painting Bolinas Guitar Backing Track 

3. Painting Bolinas Guitar and Vocals 

4. Painting Bolinas Instrumental Version 

LYRICS

Painting Bolinas 
(Written and Sung by George Mohler)

Chorus
It’s a twisted road that leads to the California Sun
Paint it on a postcard, send it via highway 1
Here’s to one more Technicolor afternoon of love
Heading South on the shoreline Highway 1

Verse 1
From New York to Bolinas you should have seen us when we’re young
We were hard up for money, but then again we were hard
And those Christmas’ in central park were cold but we forgot
Turned to figurines in memories, the music hasn’t stopped

Verse 2
The king holds court on Saturday, the jesters gather round
Tellin’ stories of the road, why they couldn’t settle down
And the bottle passes hands, through the laughter comes a sound
A fiddler plays a number, paying homage to the crown

Verse 3
Two by two go walking through a gallery in the sky
A thousand suns, a thousand cities shining in our eyes
If the morning come, we don’t wake up it’ll be alright
Bought a ticket through the golden gate to heaven
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Starring Peter Lee Brownlee

Produced and Directed by Wendy Elkin
Cinematography and Sound by Linas Phillps
Edited by Andrew Kaluzynski
http://PaintingBolinas.com
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